was
even those to whom it was a familiar
landmark in the scene own that a

charming neat than Maddon

eountry

Court conk! hmlfy be found amonyg the

‘southern eounties of England,
* It was not so much the houso es its
situation ; in fact, take away from it its
wooded baokground and surroundings of
magnificent 1reen, or its position on the
n. slop hillside, and you hed
nathing bat a long, low, irregulsr, white
building “with many chimney-pols, in
which successive generations ded
& window here, thrown out a wing there,

and committed the erowning incongruity |

of erecting sn Italian portico in front of

old Tudor mansion.
1n the foreground a green undulnting

Tlade, marked Lere aud there by a few
goattered gisnts of onk end elm, left the
view of the honse open to the roadway,
which, on leaving ita gates, wound on for
another hall mile or so until it reached
the villags of Maddon, which derived its
namo from the court, and in whose an-
cient church of St. Mary the founders of
the family, the knights and domes of the
house of Halliwell, Iy in senlptured
state. For the Halliwells hind been lords
of Maddon for centuries, and to the bu-
eolic mind the possibility of there ever
Dbeing & time when there should cease to
beugllalli'ell at the eourt was one of
those things which it was impossible to
coneoive.

1t was reported by thoss who pretend-
od to familianity witi the family archives
that once the lsmily possessions bad
been in immivent denger of pussing
away from them altogether in tho timo
of Sir Jonas,

For the Halliwells were one of those
fino old familics who bad been all thiogs
to all men,
sades in the earlier portion of their his-
tory ; had been burnoed at Smithfield as
heretics, later on under Mary the San-
guineous ; had melted ther plite to the
Inst mustard pot for King aud country
during the eivil war, and had gambled
recklessly with what remained of their
property under the liestorstion,

Sir Jouss Halliwell bad been one of
the wildest and wickedest spirits of the
Becond Charles's Court —a boon com-
panion of Hochester and De Gramont—
snd it was said that, baving lost all his
svailnble pDossessions at the gaming-ta-
ble, he Lad been shon to stake his in-
heritancs on the fortunes of the dice-
box, when, a8 he raised bis hand tomake
the east, he was stricken by the plague
in its most maliguant form, and died
lndeonrly 1n Jess than two hours, for-
gaken by all, alternately cursing lis luck
and nttering Lorrible blasphomies among
the ruins of overturned card-tables and
broken wine-tiasks, with the smoky light
of guitering tallow cnpdles to illumioe
his death agony.

His picture, painted by Sir Poter
Lely, hangs among thoe rest of the fami-
Jy portraits in the picture-gallery of
Maddon Conrt, and shows n dark, hand-
some, but ginister-looking individusl of
olegant figure, arrayed with all the costly
magnifieenca of the time in s suitol
earnation-colored velved, with a cloak of
the same embraidered in gold and hined
with white satin hanging from one shoul-
der, rutlles of the finest Mechlin, and &
plumed lat looped with an ewerald
clasp upon his hend,

This portrait, which was completed
but & short time before bis death, and
bears the date **1665," represents him
ne woaring nu evil Jooking smile on Lis
cotntonauce, and standiog lan negligent
sttitude, with one hand on his silver-
hilted sword, snd it is reported that i
waa thns attired in thisidentioal costume
that he met his denth, and was overtaken
by his awfal end.

There is no towhor tablet to his mem-
ory in the charch at Maddon, for lia
body, dennded of its rich trappings, was
cast into the great pit at Finsbury telds
The ruthless aud inbinian robbiers, who
were oue of the mostterrible peats of that
dreadful time, bad not feared to strip the
peareely cold eorpse of its bravery of
pppurcl ;3  but  being  distorbed  in
their impious task by the watch they
flod, leaving their booty behind them,
What bocame of the gold-embroidered
puit  of carnation-colored velvet, the
satig-lined  luco  elonk, and the
jewol-olusped  feathered hat wns not

own —whether it was taken possession
of by the myrmidons of the law, or be-
eame the property of the dead man’s sor-
vant ; but there was a certein heavily-
carvad, iron-bound chest in a dosty, dis-
used upper chamber in tho oldest por-
tion of Maddon Court, the seeret of
whose spring was unkpown, snd which
hnd never been opened since it had been
brought there by Sir Reginald Halli-
well, brather nud snccessor of Sir Jonns,

What it contained no one kuew ; per-
baps the evidences of sowme hidden
erime—some borribile, grisly tokens of
a cruel murder—something which, had
it been known, would have biasted tho
fuir fame of Maddon, and perhaps—for
fhers wers many surmises—nothing at
all : but on the lid waa carved, in old
Fuoglish characters, the following dis-
tieh ;

“Who opes this chests
Suall curse bys queste,™

The door of the chamber was slways
locked, snd the heavy, rusty olid key bore
s purchment luble, on which was inseribed
o« The Closed Hoom,” Strange to say, no
Halliwoll bad ever been found sufficiently
eurious to brave the curse and raise the
hid, One reason was that they were o
superstitions racs and guarded jealonsly
ull their family traditions —another that,
hidden away 1n an otherwise empty cob-
webhung and seldom-entered chumber, it
proved thie troth of the old adage ** Out
of sight is out of mind,” sud probably
from one vear'seud to moother ils mys-
farious prosence was scarcely remem-
bered ; but no doubt its chief safeguard
Iay iu the secret of its lock, which was
suflicient of itaclf without the aid of su-
serstition to batlle all wounld-be sseri-
tegoun hands, the boldest ol which
wounld have shrunken from the employ-
ment of force in snch a case, And so
the old onk chest kept ifs secret—if it
had one—well!

It was universally admitted that, to
view Maddon at its best, you must visit
itin the sutumn when the Soeptember
gun was sctting bebind its  baekground
of hills, and the first fioger of decay was

ssing over its woods and copses, tonch-
ing them lightly and painting them
erimson snd brown and golden, with the
inimitable tints taken from nature's own

ette,

otiful—and all sllowed that it was
po—it was beantifol, then ; more beauti-
ful even than in the early spriogtime,
when buds wero shooting and leaves un-
folding duy by day, orin toe winter,
when snow covered und bid the green

slopes mnd icicles lhung from the
branohos.

the place wan fairest to look upon, that
Bir Hugh talliwell brought home his

R TR K
neage, ir Huogh met
ber aud fallen n victim to il‘m' oharms
while seeking distraotion sud forgetiul-

ness, after the doath of bis first wile, in |

foreign truvel But who she was aud
whenoo she cstwe, beyond the rero eir-
cumstance of ber beog of foreigu ex-
traction—ibough ske spoke LFpglish
well enough—was not snd mever was

knowu,
P who had the bereaved
the first flush and outbresk of

his grief exclaimed in wonder and eon-
_ when they heard of the brevity
of they wondered

and then they, or st suy rate the mascu-
portion of m“mnulni& won-

¥

They ked been to the Cro- |

M over Maddon Court was |

And it was on a September |
day, early in the preseut century, when |

IATTY
three months ;
| grudgingly
of their hieads a8 a token of respect on
 their p‘r!} ut any rate, to the departed—
I allowed that Lady Imbella was vastly
| handsome, with & most elegant shape,
| nud the manoers of a priucess of tho
royal blood—but—
moliow there was always a “but”

on
tares, while Sir Hugh bung
m‘

ns:i‘lll over his s inammate
form. the boy, on the spplication
of restoratives soon revived, ved |
the superior harduess of Lis Bri-
tish skull to that of the averge
country rond; and the Lady Isa-
bells, with old Deborak’s keen, watch-

less

ful, suspicious gluncs fixed upon her,
pwiled 8 pole, ghoastly smile #s Le
opened bis eyes and leaked about him ;
and then turning asids #ae hid her fae
in her Inee handkereuief. Kindly Sir

| when hor own sex spoke of the second | tiugh, touched by so much ewmotion

Fewale prejudice,

| Lady Halliwell,

there was not one of their number 1n the
who'e connty who could hold a eandlo to

her iu respect of personsl appearsuce or |

elegance of manner ?

But on that same September dsy whea
Lady Haliiwoll saw her iuture home for
tho first time, bathed in eunshine and
standing proundly on its wooded emi-
nence, the expression which crossad her
faco aftor her her first exclamation of
plessure was bnt s gloomy
| tive of envy and discontent with ber lut,
for there wos already an heir to this fair
domnin. I'he first wife, who bad died,
had left behind ker o son, and conse-
quently no ehild of her's might hope to
inheril the estate and reign ab Maddon
in the time to come,

She was oply the second wife, anil,
with all her pride and henuty, of leas
consequence than o sickly baby. ** And
those sicklv babice s0 seldom die ! " sho
reflected batherly.

For the young heir wis a weakly ebild,
though, thuoks to the cure of lus fuith-
ful nurse aud the pure conntry nir, ho
grew to Lo a stont enongh youth, It
was nonreely to be wondered at that this
trusty nurse, Deborsh  Brand, who
had been lis father’s nurse before las,
should nonrish unfavorable and
Lostile thonghbts toward the ‘' new
Mudame,” niter the manner of most old
retuiners, who consider it their duty to
Jook upon s stepmwother, whatever her
charneter orconduct, ns a supplanter and
tntriider—particularly one with  such
bluck Lrows and bLaugbty airs, who was
ktown to ben l'.l[.-i.-]u'r.“
| She watelied over her young charge
|with a vigilones which was practionlly

unsteepine, aud whioh she never relaxod
| until ho wasof sullicient age to b decmed
capable of tuking heed to his own ways,
Never, nnloss it wus impossible to avoid
w0 dotng, would she léave the young hoir
alone with Lis etepmother, and never—
after the time wlen, a8 a mera baby, Lo
narrowly escaped being drowned in the
old fishipond, through, na Detomh de-
clared and maintained, that Indy's negli-
ig»-r:-‘»—m;uhl sho let Lim out ol her
sight,

]
bella. no donbt destrous of winning his
'Ii‘}zlliiiﬁll confidence nud infautile afve
| tions, pave him from her own ** bonbon-
| niore,” wers, il possible, ruthlessiy con.
| fiseated, notwithstonding the prolonged
! and ampruishied howls of the despoled
lone, She deelared the **nusty foreign
[ muek! made the ehild ill auid, indead, on
| one oeension the child was very sick after
baving partuken of lis slepmother’s
| bonnty,
| 1uvein the latter earried complaints
| of the nurse's insolenee and overbearing
| comdnet to Sie Hugh, and demsndoed
that she should be dismissed, amil one of
| her Indyskip's own ehoosing installed 1
ler stend.  In this matter, snd in ths
{ only, #it Hugh wos adsmant, nd eqquil
ly amporvions to smiles or tesrs, careeses
| or vituperntion,  He bad promised the
child's dend mother that the faithinl De-
| borah, to wliosearms she hod eommitted
| hin ne her own prew ton fesbile, shoold
pover be gsont away or deprived of her
| post. w0 long ns tho Doy required her

CEVIONH,

This ko bad sworn, sod wonld abide
by Lis oath come whit would, thomph in
avery other matter his luldy vght aud
ghonld have ber nndispinted way.

o eborah remniged, and the young
| Reginuld grew apace amd throve amnz-
I Mgy

¥ under Ler fostering  cors, In
conrres of time s baby brother was born
to hun, who soon heeptie the one ob-
jeet of lus mother's existence, and the
contre and wolo possessor of Lier afiee-
tions  though, with his birth, the grow-
ing expression of envions discontent,
which sullied her bandsome features,
inercased snd eulwinaked,

By this tims tho ** young muster,” ay
the old servants of tho household de-

urchin of gome three or four years, 1t
wis this lust expression which, when she
heurd it, made his stepmother's eyes
flush fire and caused her to bito her full
ridd lips notil they bled. * Heol!" gho
woinld mutter fiercdly to hersalf; * that
little interloper ! "—which was Lard ou
Hepinald, and, to suy the lesst, unrea-
sounble, sceing that he was the tirst-
bora—**who 18 not to be named with
wy eon, my Anthony., But he shall
never lord it over me and mine when Lis
futher diex.  Poor, weak fool! but for
Lt and bis pitiful vow 1 could Lave

pryving eyes and insolent speeches, and
then who knows but that thiogs might
even then bave come right!™

son of Sir Hugh, butss dark as a gypsy,
| nnid his father was prowd enough of him,

of | shown on behall of one who was not of
course— what elso could it be, sceingthat  her own fleah atd Dlood, kpoke cheering

words to her, and bade her dry her
tears, “for the young rescal would yet
live to lond it at the Court ! ™

Her maid, afterward sent to search for

! the handkerchief which her mistress had

one, sugges- |

dropped, exvressed ber surprise to De-
borsh st finding 1t with its cobwieb isce
and filmy esmbrie all torn aud jageed as
thougli some wild ruimal or **hoggart *
had bitten and rent it in pieces!

lled Hollo was sold, and, notwith-
standing his lady's intercession on lis
babalf, the groom, Mignel, was dis-
charged from his post, and biddes to
tiuke himaclf off the premises, and re-
turn to hia own place from whenea he
came, 04 e was beld to blsme—particu-
Jarly after the discovery of the marks of
heavy laskes neross the vony's flanke,
and which enuld ouly have come by lia
hand—{or the aceident which had oceur-
ed : which discovery wonld have made it
hardly safo for lum Liave shown
his swarthy fece inside the stable yard.
But {eborah, always oo the lookout lor
what she hardly koew or dored wdmit
even in Lor own heart, declured that

Y]
the

| Migne! bad been bidden pomewhere in

‘I'he sweotments, too, which Ledy Tsn- |

the neighborhood for snme time after
the event thus recorded, and that my
ludy berself, wrapped from hiead to foot
in one of her long closks and mnfied
about the faco with o lace veil, hiad met
Lhim at dosk m the bLazel eopse *'no
longer ago then Wednesday, wennight,”
and given him money—which sume
she conld voneh for as Gospel truth, as
glie heard the echink of 3t with ber
own ears—and bul spoken to lam in
some foreign lngo, in which ho hwd nlsi
¥t |\hi'|!. and then, kissing her ladystip's
JEwi led hand, had il prie 1 1n groat
haste on heneing a twig susp through n
basty movement of the listenier,  1lebo-

ral ownoed that she had followed the
lndy anid acted as evesdropper on this
ocension, aud  the few tmisly Woas 1o

whom sho imymrtesd the revelation so
far from condemning her for 1t con-
sidered har action as desarving of th

highest commendation.

CHAPTER I1.

Tt was some time aftor this that it was
found thnt the key of **the elosad room,™
e it was cenlled, was missingg from the
nail on which it had hung with otiers ns
rusty and dismscd o 1geld When orp
how it hind disappeared could not be oy
eertained, and s loss wis ouly digeoyer
el by necident.

teharah Brand remer wbored well the
Tt timao it badd been used, which was
when ghe bud hind the 1
her of showing her new
her new dor
tinge with S Huab. 5
toe, how st the lock and how
Lird the key turned  inat: sl how,
whicn the heavy door nthsst stiered on its
rusty hinges nud they ents

Oonor assgt

v rerpe et

was,

]. the du-t

Iy &0 ek wpon the floor  that
her ladgsbip's pwall feet left their
Jupriat  on tho ol  oak bsgirids,
Aund  how sle  had  looked with
great enripsity at the old, ron-bound

chost in the corner, sl mmdio her read
the inneription on its bd, and asked i it
wos trie that it Lad pever been opened
onee, and that tio one kaew whst wus
bulden within, aud how it came the
and aunny other queslions eontvrning
it Anad niter that she had miapocted tha
old family porteaits in the long gulley,
and had p o belore the pictire of =ie
Jonas, aud regarded it earuesily with
fingers on lip while Devorah related
lns history and all that was koown
of his Nife and desth, not  for-
o tting to mention the legend which re-
ported that it was in that very samb sail
of enrnntioncolored velvet that he had
Liem stricken by the terrible visitntion
of the time, Aud the wicked emile ou
the puinted face of the portrait bud

| soemil o deepen and epread while she

lighted to eall him, wasn sturdy young |

recounted the tale,

Then shio had returned the kay to its
hook in the dark closet where it hul
hung before, but whers it now hung vo
longer. It was gone—missing ; but

| how, and when, and wherctore, it was

sent away thal bateful womun, with her |

He was a handsome child, the second |

| though bis affection was asnothing when |

('um|mrmi with the strength and fierce-
I:m-ns of the pussion wiich his mother
| bore for him. Even jeslous old Pebo-
| rah admitted that he was n

*likely |

| enongh chilil, but as dork a8 & mgger, |
| aud, Heaven knows, no more to be com- |

| pured to my young master, with his
‘-onuy 1lue eves and good English faec,
thun 1 am with her leddyslup ! stillit's
s bonny boy, too, if he wasua go black ;
| and 1ns mother knows better thau to ruin
| his stomach with the nasty, foreign con-
| fections wod messes she used o onrry
gbout with her in ber silver box, and
which always made my young waster so
| qualmish when be oat them !
| The little heir waa very fond of his
rmall brother, and the latter, though he
[ inherited the hot southern blood nud
| fiery, uncontrolled temper of his mother,
| returned his affection in foll ; and, in
| gpite of oecasiounl, inevitable jealousies
and disputes which ensued from time to
| tiwse, the two wero much sttached to
| ench other #nd almost inseparable,
When both boys were eonsidered old
| enongh to learn to ride, each received
from his father the gt of & pony,
1.{ barming lutle somals  they
Mthough one of the bwo was credited with
la spice of tewper, tut warrauted freo
{ from viee, Naturally, the guietest pony
was adjudged to the youngest lad, and
“Hed Nollo™ beeamo the property of
| Reginnld, A groom of Lady Halliwell's
| own choosing was engaged to ride out
with the boys aud see that they came to
no harm.  Mueh tothe disgust of the old

impossible to digcover !

Perbinps the mystery of its disappear-
anece wizht have been solved if any one
conkl have followed l..?'.lll\' Falliwell
about this time, a8 she monuted the
massive stairenso mnd passed through
the picture-gallery, where she remained
for some morments sjlently observing the
vortrait of ~ir Jouss as be stood carclees:
¥ resting his baud apon his sword, nod
seeming to regard the silent spectator
with & mockicg smile nod curl of his
scornful upper hip. And again had fol-
lowed ber ns she loft the gallery, and,
passing throngh & doorway at one end
und traversing more than one winding
asanve with closed doors on either sile,
]m-l pausced at lnst befors one, in' wihich
she inserted o key.

The lock, which bad yielded #o un-
willingly to old Deborali's gouty fingoers,
gave way now with but little diflienlty,
in A mauner that suggested witeheraft or
 recent application of an oiled fenther.
The time which Lad elapaed since tho
door hiad last been opened Lind added an
extra thickness to the layers of dnst
whick lay on tloor, and wall, and win-
dow-ledges,  But, gathering up her
wilken skirt 1n her hand, she hesitated
not to enter, nor forgot to carefully elosy
und loek the door belnnd Ler

And if the same sapposititions indi-

| widual could Lave peercd through the

wWOre, |

sersitors, and particularly of Deborah |

Brund, who was still a power 1w the
household, in spite of all Lady Isabelln
could do to deposs of her, the man turned
out to be a forciguer—a dark, sallow, sinis-
| ter-looking individual ; but for all that,
| Deborab declured, *'ns like my lady ns
| two peas,” and in high favor, too, with
| his mistress, from whose lips be received

his orders every day, thoogh from his

fellow-servants he got nothing but seant
| conrtesy und sidelong glunoces of suspi-
cion, * What maggot was this," they
asked each other, ** that must needs set
a jarlic-cating, vinegar-drinking pa-
pistier, like herself,

mysterions wag of the bead on the
of the speaker, *somethin
o't, and with sueh an outlandish and
heathenish name, oo, a8 Miguel—when

lm:!}ighnl served the purpose of his

And something did come of it, for the
mw&roomhadmihm in office a full
wonth when the young heir of Maddon
was from his pouy one day

thrown
Ilwﬂu:m stunned and
Red bad taken st the stump

i

keybole, or by any means, logitimate or
otherwise, huve penetrated with his eye
the solid onk door, e woull huve seen
{1 ¢ same haughty dame kueeling amonz
all the dust sud grime of years upon
years, regardiess of the consequences snd
the damage done to her satin and Lro-
eade, in frout of w massively-carved
chest, and muning her delieate, taper
fingers in nud out and all over ity elum-
sily-molded orummentations, press
overy koub or proje tion, und ex:
every inch of its worm-eaten surises » il
thio closest serutiny and o puatience tie-
countable and unprecedentedn.
last, after an hoir or so spent in this em-
ployment, sho rose, with a half-weary,
half-pogry exclamation, and muttered :
o] must stay no longer or | shsll be
minced, but I will come agnin and again,
and pever rest uutil 1 have learncd the
secret of the spring aud what lies Lidden
within !

The two brothers grow up to manhood,
bLeing in their seviral ways as bandsome
o pairof younys men us oud would wish

e, ng

| to look wpon : and yearby yeur the dark

lock in the fuee of Lady lssbells grew
deoper and more tixed. Bho was never
in the leaat degree, outwardly, nulind to
her stepson, thongh she bit ber lip aud
clenched her hand when the country

| prople dropped theiz vourtesies or pulied

of & tree or a stone in the rosd, the

their forelceks in slutation to *-th
yonng Squoire,”  There was pothing i

| hier demennor toward him to eavil ol ex-

copt ber coldness—bul shie was cold 85 o

belhind the two | statne always, noless when ueder the do-
voung masters, ss though an honest | minion of one of hor sudden outbursts of
beefded Epglish lad were not good | temper—and to every one, escept ber
enow ? Mark my words, with maoy o | son Anthony, And when ber eyes fell

part | upen !
will come | statue became a iivi

Lim or her hand touched bis, the
birentbing, lovin
woman, though proud always, as proud |
as Lucifer, with the pride which cankers
the heart! |
With regard*o Reginald himself, he
admired his stepmother exceedingly for
:;:fmmdbuuty. for showas s beau- |
iful woman atill, at more thuu forty years

=

in her mind, toward the last, by a pre
nition that in one shapa or other some
mischance would befall her * young

| lord," as it pleased ber to eall him, when

alie waz gone and eould no longer watch
over him with her failing sight and guard
bir with her palsied hands. 1t was ob-
served that for some time after the death
of Doborah Laly Halliwell wore a
brighter look and trod with a lighter step
than she lad been wont, DPut the fes.
tivities in eonoection with the coming of
ngo of the elder son were fated not to
teko place, for the old. faithful-serving
womnan was followed to the grave in the
same yesr, and, within a month of hia
son’s masjority, by ber old master, Sir
Huwh, wim died in conseonence of an

necident 1n the hunting field, ncd Sire |

Keginald reigned in his stend.

Sir Hugh was deeply regretted by all |

who knew him, for he was s cariless,
good-natared soul, with a ready hand
and open purss, who, if he aceomplished
no proat octions, committed no miean
ones. Nobody but be himsell knew
whether be bad been disappointed in Lis
second marriage or if hiswile s nadonbt-
ed heauty bad compensated for her cold
and haughty disposition,  On his death-
bed his glazing oye soneht hers, and lia
stifoning tingers closed over hera as hie
tried feebly to lzy them in the hand of
his elder #on, while bia younger kuelt in
an abandovment of grinf besde b,
"esently, with & lest offort, s raised
liia hiead from the pillow, aud gezing on
the two. be lovell best, exclumern :
o Isplwila—Hepgionid—my eon!  yoor
motlier ! a8 though hs would commat
each to the other's chargs, and then fell
back and disl,

[his at nny rate was the meening the
new Baronet attseliod to theaction, and
the courtesy nud consideration  with
which he considered it his duty to treat
tho widowed Lady Halliwell was the
subject of ndmirivg comment to all who
eans: in eontact with them,

A yesr passed, doring which time, and
every day atn cetmin hour, Lady isa
bella retired to her oratory —which bad
been fitted up for her according to her
traditions soon witer her firsd wirival —to
pray, At lenst, ns sho invarisbly guve
orilers that on no necount was ghe to e
distirbicd, sueh was eonsidercd to be her
pions ocenpation; thougl, stravgo to
any, she often @ 1 from her retire-
with a hatlled look upon ber fuce,
as twotph ber peasers biad given ber but
Little of satisin 1o reliel,

Bt ut Inst one dav, when the first
war of monrning for Sie Hugh was over

|.-.l.'||-|v'.- d, sho Bl m areild, after a
neeer whaonee than asnal, with a flash
¥i nid b htoned color, aud aunire
of hardly-coneenled  trinmph abont her
wineh eansed soti Authony to ex-
ciaim with filial pride and s

“ Why, mother, how handso
ure to A how Vhis

men

nee

.' )‘. i

Your

fay ! Mt is
gown s covered with dust, and there is

gotaally acobweb on vour slaeve,
And mdeed hee lilack veivet o Lo wos
sndly amirelied and sorlod

e ALy, you, trie

N
% lLim hostily from
her, with n confused look.  ** Listen,
both of yon. I heve Lien looking
throush the old arnnories in the tapestry
fliber gmd examining their trensures
broeade, such a¥% wers worny
fiuve

she replied, pusii

uf luew and
Ly your worthy ancestors, anil 1

bhad o wonderful thonetit come to me
the tnrming of her senteties when ex-
cited by uny eause still oceasinially be
truved hor forcizn blood—*wlick is
that wegive n boll, 8 bull of faney dros
amasked ball, in bonor of V'— here
vintisisd, wuld o ler fuin nostrils

eridl ns they dul only wh

WAS KiMOn _.'- m

liore, A Liirthday by

lor wo bave done

tirnde 5 BOCEERIOR iR on
tho nielt « W

oy aud af iy
Brsiny, il ) T l
Al : I 8ot r '
bim —to the NMaster of Maddon with n
pracefnl swdoping conriesy and o

I e of hall-concenled o
o Al do vou mud he botl wreay  yalu-
selven Lrasely in the costumes wlhiol I
found for you, belonging to
of tliose [ o |
whose portraits bang in the galdery
As for me," she continned with
v aq the widow

ARVe
B Frhibivinedy
nbhove.
a gestare of resignation,
of him who has gone before—may his
soul rest in peace—L shall be but o
lioker-on at your festivities, Unly let
mo,” sl she emiled & bewilidering
smile, halfof command; hall of entriaty,
stid suel astho heart of no mun counld
have resisted, still less the youth who
folt the charm of the unacenstomed
swieetness of her demesnor penetrate to |
his very soul, **nreange and select your |
costumen, and fensl my eyes on your
finary, and watch the gay doings from |
u distance, and it will coutent me,™

Who could bave refused sneh 8 re-
quest, and from such lips? Not a pay,
helit-hearted young fellow, who, though
sincercly grieved, and, as he thought ot
tho time, well nigh Leartbroken ot the
loss of sn affectionste and indolgent
fathier, yet fonnd the year of mourning
nneommouly long and wearisome, snd
lupged to thirow off at least some of the
outward trappings of bis woe.

a1 koow who will look like a juy in
pencock’s plumes,” he answered with n
langh ; *but you, Anthony,” Inying bis

| yoing men o that lesst wortl

¢

At 9 of the elock on the evening of
that day both brothers, in their different
costames, dvseended the staircass
arm in arm end lsughing loudly st
some excellent jest.  Both wero nearly
of the same height, in their broad-toed
ghoes, with large roses on the instep ;
both wore floming wigs, and both were
closely masked

¢ Faith, Anthony, that was & capital
joke of yours, that of deceiving our lady
mother herself ; but we must not let her
discover the trick we have played her
| until supper and the hour for unmask-

ing comen"

| They passed on and gained the great
hall, whera they were to receive their
guests, who soon began to arrive—and
wondered much which of the twain who
pade them welcome was Sie Heginald
and whielh Mr. Anthony, so well dis-
cuised were thes—excusing the sbsenco
of the lady of the house, who would,
however, watch the dancers from the old
musicians’ gallery at the back, unscen
Lt seeing.,

'[hen the music struck up and the
danving Dogan, though there was no
vercmmonial or olwervan wol prec dent—
all was freedom and jollity.

Uiood heavens ! saul ona of the
elder gnests, attire | a8 a Venelinn Sena-
tor of the =steenth centory, to another
| in the guise of a Uapuchin Frisr, *do

yon 8ee bim in the velvet and salin, and
et looped with sn emerald 2 Gad ! tis
tho sery moral of the portrait of the bad
Sir Jenns himself —silver-hilteld sword,
|,<j.i.] wal cloak, and al
o That,"” replied o other, *is either
Sip Bewmnald or Mr. Anthony  Halli-
woll—1 know not which, as he is
paskad —bint ‘tis one or the other; and,
4% Yol the likeness in every detail
is Temarkable, amd slmost makes one
shidider, na though the dead man wero
Limsel! present among ns; for it might
i bis very portrait without the frame,
and with the adiditica of & mask to hide
the features,™
Ihey passed on, ond wers lost in the
| prowids but the remarks thus mmde wers
tafen np by others, and repeated from
one to another until all were made ge-
quainted with he faet of the remarkable
resem bland by one of the two
maemine

harnid

and Ghie Uampsny.

Charles Frederick Mayer, the new
lml.iv.lent of the Baltimore and Ohio
{ailroad Company, was born in Penn-
gylvsnin, while his parents were tum-
ily residing in that State, and is

fty yearsof nge. Ho is s Baltimors
merchaot by nght of descent lrom |
Christian Mayer, his grandfather, who |
was [or many years the priveipal mom-
ber of a firmy which did extensivo busi- |
ness with the East [ndies and Enrope,
AMr. Mayer is & man of action ratuer
than words, As president of the ies- |
pard Coal Companies, his enerzy rol |
enterprise built up a large grs-coal teado
agniust many obstacles He is kuown
as a putient and intelligent compiler of
stutistics, ond was selected to coliect snd
digest the facts connected with the solt-
conl trade of the country for rubmission
to Congress. For yenrs the siaxlemont
prepured by him served to guide Uon-
gress in dealing with the intricate gues-
tions of tariffon foreign couls, Wlen |

| some years ago it wns resolved to make

I of the house of Halliwell, who bad died |

! Hut what of that 2"

wrm affectionately on his brother's shoul- |
der, **you, with yonr black eyes and |

hatir, will wake s noble Sir Wilfred or
Sir Marmaduke or whoever yon uoder-

take to personate for the time being.” |
1 ady Halliwell drew her breath hard, [ srm and & bardening of the flesh round

a8 sho knew that her emd was gaiued ; | about it

then, looking at the two, as they stood |
together in the amity and good fellow- | thres doctors presont, and one who bLad
ghip, o epasm passed over her features, | the cradit of baving studied orofoundiy
wid pressing oue hand to her side, sho |

murmired to berselt:

o | must not repent—mnot now, it iatoo
late. I must needs go on for bis sake—
for Anthony "

If on this day the unseen watcher

more than 150 years bw fore,
It wia within a few minutes of mil.

niclit, when the unmasiimnge was to take

place, that tie lonely watcher iu ‘the
mistrels' gallery noticed o slight dis-
turbanies iu the lall below.  The danee
which was in progress gradually came

to a stop, and the d

rotimd a little it of figmres in

Arega
wy atti<e, near tho lafty, ol -feshioned
fireplace,

| it works—surely it works!” she
higsed Detween her teeth in licres exoite-
ment § then leavis er post it the oal-

it with a tremulons

[ nickly, b

tep #he i vaon tricd to me

5 Ted bin 1 1 1
raslf in e wilden

il midst of 1 i»_‘. L

ahawliaper |' v

th TOI . 3 I
and thrastinz asida all who olst

her way, and who instantly gayve place
on recoptizing the tall, wtately fignrs in
biack, sho reachoid what sppearsd to bo
the o { pitraction, aml where a

i an Elizabethan costuma of
yor wis sipporting tie prog-
re of another in richy, earnation
velvet mald 1 |

{ VEA Thne . !
. K Wl L)l wet]
v and beading over the olher,
ke iy wis nleo duleavoring 1o
thoneh miueh hindersd by lis
convilsive writhings and strinegh
* Horinnld a shrieked in s tone
f e i thoso who Leanl b aever
E wl hor beeame Yiko that
af @ earps L her eyes luaed with an
i fire, % Heginald in the blue sud
lver [hen who e thia ?

A 1 groan from the sick man
wade the suswer shie Teeeived hinlf inan.
Ly .

[t i Anthony, who insistod on
chntiirinie the Jdecsses nnd wearing the
enruation and white you selected for

Thie ransk lie bnd besn fambling
Ieopp 1 off, and Tandy [Halllwall bo-

me
1
held 1n the prostrate figare her beloved
her only $ou, with Kis featores contorted
with an nnutterable agony,

o Mother,” he cried, ©T am dying

anid 1 know not why, Lt my very heart

13 on flie

With a wild, hardly human ery nhr-l

[threw up  her armns. ¢ Stricken!
stricken!” and fell beside him, senso-
10ss,

Tiiree hours later, when the last guest
had  departed, sbuddering  fron the
seene, Anthony Haliwell breathed his
last, ufter sullering torments which no
humnn aid seemed able to alleviato, His
mother—aiter hanging over s dying
forw #ud listening to his jong-drawn
mizhis o8 they gradually becams fuinter—
when they gently told her that he was
gewd, flunge hersolf apon the earpse and
crnbraced 1tin her arms ; and, sfter yain-
Iy striving to separate the living from the
dead, they left her there,

'fhe physivians who bad been sam-
moned i haste from all the country
ronmid found their skill and knowledge
utteriy st fonit, either to understand the
symptoms or acvount for the tinnl eatas-
trophe and awivl death ol one wholn faw
honrs befors was evidently n perfect
Lealth, Examination had shown no-
thing beyoud & green spot nnider the left

i
o Gentlemon,” said the oldest of the

in the oldest snd most legendery
branches of Lis profession, **if Mr. An-
thony Halliwell had died a century and
a half sgo or more I shoold probably

| bave known to what to have ascribed s

eonld sgain have followed Lady Isabelln |

to the dosr of the *Closed Boom,"
when she was supposed to be telling ber
bends and uttermg fervent ** Ave Ma-
vins " and * Pater Nosters " before the
carved ivory erncifixin her private om-
tory, what woulid ho have beheld on this
oceasion ? The same noble lady sgain
lineel n the dust of the past, amil this
tiue A0 Open ]

t1 Dot it
wonld have beon necessary lo have deasn
nearer and looked over her shonlder s

\ Lroath aand trembling
thits hilden econtents o
the light, No glestly hunen remains,
uo molderiog bones or bood-staned
clothes wera they ; but & ray of suolight
shinine through the small, dusty, sl
(] -’"‘!]I'I"["ll}l‘\t “ilh!dﬂ'lun:rﬂ showml
tho rich bloom of carnation-colored vel-
vt and the shimmer of white setin !

Anid so the 1nvitations for the masked
ball at the Court were sent out far sad
wide, cansing infinite surprise and al-
most more gossip than Sie Huogh's ee
cond husty marriage tweoly years ngo
had done, A fancy dress ball, snd
musked, forsooth! Here wns a pretiy
stato of affuirs in o respectable country
Louse, and ouly a yearsinee the deathof
good Bir Hugh ; "twas enough to ke |
him turn o his grave! Be sore that
foreign madama was at the bottom of it
Notwithstandiog whiel, thoss who were
londest m their exelumations of odtruged
decorumn were the quickest to procure

death ; nsitis, 1 can cnly say Le died by
the visitation of God!"

When they came at last to tdke away
Lady lsabelln from thoe dead body of

| her son she langhed in their faces wod

themselves some fanciful attirs in which |
they might betake them to the scone of |

revelry, and there disport themselves
among the motley throng,

1t was New-Year's eve, the young Sir
Regivald's birthday,

“Buraoge,” he suid to himself as ho
roze that morning, **that I shonld have
dreamed of old Deb last pight, How
plsinly L eaw ber, with what looked like

h" 1 she ;
i.n ] mam!nnd.::o' Mmr:;:

it looked ke oae-of the ‘ol femily
the baskgronnd. * Good old

went willingly, a hopeless and incurnble
mauise, who knew nothing snd recog-
nized mobods, and stored when they
spoke to ber of Anthony.

s« Anthony,” sue repeated. * Who is
Aniliony ? | know no Anthony—let us
go tnd fewd the ducks 1™

Sir Hewingld, after enpaging suitable
attendaits for her sad state and assign-
ing her n gt of ppartments for her use,
shut up the rest of the court and went
abirond for some years, until the memo-
ry of the terrible events which bod hap-
pened there had, in some sort, lost ita
treshness and reality.

CUne day the mad woman managed to
escape the vigilaneo of Ler attendanta
They songht her trembling, high and
low, when at lust chance led them to a
low-estled, ancient room, where the
dust and cobwebs Iny thick and slab, 1
the oldest portion of the court. 'Lhere
they found her, lying dead before a
jarge onk echest. 1t waa quite empty,
and on the lid was carved in Gothio

characters :
»Who opans hls chesta,
Shall curse Lys queste,”

g
The Hest ln the World,

Senator Henry C. Nelson, of New Yok,
wriles:

SEXATE CHAMDER,
ALBaxT, N. Y., April 4, 1850,

On the 27th of February, 1853, I waslakea
with a violent pain lo tue region of the kid-
neys. | sufiered such agovy that L eould
tordly stand up,  As saon as possible I ap
plied two Allcock's Porous Plasters, one over
esch Kigney, and laid dows, In ao baur, to
my sugprise and deligng, the pain bad van-
faned nod I wns weil, [ wore tho plasters
for & day ortwoss a precaution, and then res
moved them. 1 have been usiog Allcock’s
Forous l‘tum-'? my family for the lust ten
yoars, nud have siways found them the
quickest and best external remedy for colds,
straing, snd rheumatic allections, From my
experience 1 believe they are the best

| pissters o the world,

|
|
|
|

begon toocon- |

l

the Consolidation Coal Company a
Maryland enterprise Mr. Muyer was ab
oneo chosen presudent, Hewout into vilice
in 147+, when the coal teade of the com-
pany nod the region wes in o deprossed
coudition, ned further stend by
the labor troubles of t rerorible

year, Sinee that time, Loweser, unoer
Mr. Mayer's management there i been
n stondy increase in the outpat, wod with

excellent railrond facilioos, wiieh afford
its owny minea and those of th
the Cuomborlsnd region nnple
renching thoe Baltimore sud ¢
road at Medmont nod Combering.g,
Chesspeake and Olio homd the
Pennsylvanin raiirond, the company Les
peiracad ita plage as the largost producer
gomi-bitnminous eonl 1 Awmwnien,
Mr. Mayer 15 also presidont ot the Unm-
berland nd Petinsylvaniy  Uaidrosd

of

water Company, and a seore of other

Wwporstions
He wis mareied in 1866 to Miss Susan

L

Donclnss Keirm, daogliterof ieorge day
Keim, of Beading, Vo, who for many
years roprasented the Hewling distriet
in Congreds,  Charlos W, Koim, of the
Consolidated Conl Compaty, snd Geo
Da i, Keim, jrosilent of the 1 r
Coul apd [ron ¢ ompsny, o HRSS
in-law of Mr. Mayer, The ney Dresi
dont of the e aro sl OYio Pal-
voud  Company is abont five Test eluven
inchies tall, o 14 epare nmd thin, ol
v 1 in wovemoent, i4
tnness methods a very precise an:l
thorourh In versntion e 14 ordi-

i HIF

ar I T

PEsIT

biden  vi Bl mn
_and Lo hss not found

rv

vin luxury and extrmva-
v o tirelesd Wor or him=
s wll around him to be do-
1M1 known m the
uf hia  and
n Bultim ! alary
of theoffice to whicl bo has just heon
clected is &20,0000 s year,
ati— =

For the Dispateh.] |
"My Little Gne.
[Weltten on recaiving nteingram that the ia-
fant soo of an ool dnughtor was dend. |
MURE |

it Lie
s atall ane, |
t tn-"'.

O, No!
That I no

0 before,
s Wl e,

Whore, O my dove, whero dost thou stray?
Who watcliaih ofer thoe, evary day ?

Wi walcomel thes beyond our sight

W hera enide thy apirits outwerd Sight?

Lt angals wilh paeplendet i,

Wiien thoii hadst passed earthly thinge, |
Ewilt Lear thes tha Fatli throne

With song * Hers Cometh (o (hius owa? "

And dld they bond atore thoeo thers,

With smilps upon thelr fnces bright,
Anil whlsper pofi, * Wae lova you. denr,

1 i by fovors Lo, the darid of Hgot? ™
Ob, aydst thow mins a loving tase

! Lt 1o know;

3

gl lake
Ur s reveroent Dot

thes tha titlearars
o o falr?

nAashining
w name, for ays, thins own?
W Al padns swanl

Anil ki ¥ faco anid hands and feot,
And cle Wien with the softess tiasce,

Aud tnase iy rest & dreamiess peaco?

D thny b

Hapeeforth, my precious, purs, whits daove,
Though lons and aad, the wealth of love
Thy roming misssl within my bresst

Shll bo sete lovaloss ons be hiost,

For thou hast o more need of we,

Or care, I joyad i glving thee,

On! I hat thongh
‘The preclous one upon my Lreasly
And coolng lallabys o bol
Him erndlod in my

Who cradieth bim, low?
I would thas | lnt ight know,
And inok within o mnoat fair, |

Whare my wee ous hajh welcoming share. |
1 thought to sas the tiny bud

[ to a perfeot LioRsom grow,
Anil o manhood's nollenony

From sin-storms kept ns whits as sgow,
But s wees band | may not laad,

Nor W the leaning feot glve hend ;
The angsls, too, will teach his tongus

* The sweelist words ¢'er sald or sung.”

Dear Lord, T bow tofors this rod,
1t '14s with tears and falotiog heart,
And Thou nionn distiilest balm
Vo heal aod soothe the deopeniog smart;
Tha jowel Thos didst lead fs Thiue,
But memory and this pain ars m[ne.
RicuMosD, Vo, Uscember 28, 148

THE VOICE, when hoarse and husky
from overstrain er lrritation of the voesl
organs, is improved and strensthened hy the
use2 of Ayer's Cherry Pectoral., Clergy-
man, Bingers, Actors, and Publie Speaker
Bod great relle! in the use of this prep.
aration. A speelfie for throat affeetions. It
relieves Croop and Whooping Cough, and Is
Idispensable to every householl.

Ayer’'s Cherry Pectoral,

Prsl\i.'ni 'hL!\r. J.C Aver £ 0., Lowell, Mass,
Bold by all Druggiewa. Pricedi; eix Luities, 85,

- ______nl:'nr_ur_a. R
R, G. SMITH, DENTIST,Q7%R

45 Hroad sireet, Hichmoud, Va, s
dally usl g Stolnan's Local Jsasilieile for ox- |
tracing teethi— Ls beal-Kuown alloviator of paln
to the profession. He has the sxclusive righs of
its Gae (0 the cliy of Hichmunl  no w*
‘N ILFRED A. l’LmsAh"l‘d.n

n, D !\;
DENTAL OFFICE
407 BAAT MAIN STaune

Peddlers

Beware

are not, and besides are dangerous, P

offering imitations which they claim to
or **the same as Prar'ine

and some unscrupulous grocers am

fe Peadine,

S IT'S FALSE 5
EARLINE is never pedidicd, buy

by all good grocers, Many!

. _ . PERRMONAL, .
A CARD, .
B M :-.—rt;mnu' w0 the eard, ar

|soment, of Mr. Willlam P
rl I your lasne of the 3l
it for yoars | bave gpiven
sthes of lumbor measursd Ly
thoas in my swploy And undes
o thle a the fieat tine M.
y maka any *correcilon, )

i + vear | recolved the work
ting the wr [or the Exposillon
anid w18 emine 1 too Papldly, togethor
suine work, [ aid my Peguinr assisk-

1y rog
wut, Thioas L Whiting, could nol possitly pors
form e work.,  [did ent my olerk, Thotns
Muftin, spd e, Lewls \Y ashek . (topmerly In
¥.b o msaist o b grachiy o the

ber mu | knew iber

tha

Neonee,”

PETIREL

virrs anids this, and
t | am sirs fe too whall
Hughes hasd mousiiite
pogsd tnjustion done hiim
¥ havro mwie the “eior-
Wi trade understand that

"
i

T Whit

RAILROD LI+ FM,
\Tl’..&ﬂ'l ¢ COAST LINE

AND PE ISEURG RAILROAD
TIME-TABLE
Commeneing MONDAY, danuary 7, 189, &k 1
P M., Arnios ot thbe rosed Wil ran as follows:
THAINS SOUTHWARD,

RICHMOND

fonva

Na, HBwenmond, | f

1A AL N wom s tation,
iy . M 1 - M, Through trwin
y o M 1%, M. VFastmatl,

an | Yo )n M, b B M, Aceomim «<dation,
15 PFa M, | N L AL Acvomitodnation.

THAISS SORTHWALD,

No

" Fast mnll.

mm

LT0
A

I laire
At

1sgat Tompio's anid §
W 15, snd 30 will stop at wil

#ia

PULLMAN-CARSER

JOm Trilas Nod Thand &3

r Yore sud Tamps, ¢
41 Tral s Now. 58 snd 7
Wonshdfigton soil Chk
| T dackson

“% sleaping
risaton, sund el
e, Lid Uin Tralns Nuos,
dmorn Waskilhgton and
i Hichmotd and Flo- |

n o the abave

Inaddl

TIE NEW YORK AND FLORIDA SPECIAL,

1o Pullman ears only, lonvis
e M LT

charod thiin frain

THE OGS LY ALL-HAIL LINE T NORE
LEAVE

hmond,

Mol ..

AN ML Milchien
» tralns alpo maks ol
#, Lynenborg, and -
no'l all stations on the Norfolk and Wester
roail, 1. M. SULLY,

bMupariutetdenk
BT, D, Myeay, Goneral Supsrintenisut
7. M. Emansoy, Gonoral Passenger Agoot
pot. Hads, Trame Maoager. s

THESAPEAKE AND OHIO ROUTE.
/ SUHEDULE TAKISG EFFECT
NUYEMBER 25, 1884,
IRAVE RICTIMOSD,
;‘.\r Nowpor: Nows, 04 Polnt Com.

B A M r
ort, and Norfolk dally except bSune

8:18 A. M. Sundays ouly, to Newpors Nows, Old

Point, and Norfulk,
11:08 A, M, Through and Local Matl to all palote

Weat, exept Sunday, FPallman
alowpers Ulifwn Forgoe to Lezington,
e P M.
4 P, M.

WP M.

Y.
for Nowport News, Ol Point, and
Narfolk, sxcopt Bunday.
Gordonaviile Acoomimodation, sxcapt
Hupday,
for Loulsvills, Clocinnatl, Chicags,
st Louats, Msmphiis, . -
leans—Fuat  Expooss
Pulimana daily. Coly roats running
Puliaans west from Klchmond,

ARRIVE IN RICHMOND
Gortopavills Acomnicdation, sxcept
Sunday
trow norfolk, 014 Polot, and News
ort News, except Sunday.

50 A M
10:58 A M,

3100 M, from Denl pului snd e West, ax-
copt Sundar.
606 P, M, frum U4 Pilay Newport News and

Norfolk dally Pullman Palaco car
Hi-hmond to Clocinnstl and Louis
ville.

000 P. M. trom Loulsviile and Cinciunsti—Fast |
Expross—dnlly

Ltepat: Sevanteenth nn 1 Mrosd stresta.

Tickows at 1000 Main utreet, and at tho dapot,
H. W. FULL&R,
fiaperal Fasscnger Agent
J. T, Opert, Genersl Mauagor. noE |

DEPARTURE OF AYEAMERY,
I)HII.ADIELI'IHA. RIC [l-m

MOND A%ND NORFOLK
ETEAMSUIPr COMPANY.

—

Appointed salling days. Every TUESDAY
and ;mu.ﬂ ot LML, and every SUNDAY at
5 A AL

Froignt for Tueadayy' and Fridars' steamers
reelvad Gl 11290 A, M. for Sundays' stesmar
till 5 P, ML Saturdsy, Freigot received dally wll
1P M

Fare, §4.

Fur funiber (oformaticn apply to

J. W. MCCARRICK,
General Southern Agent, UfMon Hoekelta,
W, P. CLYDR & CG.,
nol fleneral Agsnta Phllsdelphin
LD DOMINION STEAM- 537
SUIP COMPANY.

FOR XEW YORK.
Rteamern loave Richmoud EVERY TUBSDAW
ane FUIDAY st 5 1, M
sipaniers leava New York for Richmood
EVERY WEODNESDAY and SATUMDAY w8 3 P,
AL, y Richwond MUNDAY sod Fiil-

fars W Now
doeliding m
Round-rip te

nliar dais of iawue,
Stouvngn, with subsint
sloaraga, Wilnout st i=lak
Cabin fare vis Uhissapesks

Bl e o chpvanrsssuvaagave v, B0
Cabily fare via Kichmwoud and Pelersburg

L Sene v ot ensns RE LD

Tieuats can be otitaloed a1 A, W, Garter's, 100
Muin stroet; Chesapeace agd (o and Hich-
mond and Potersburyg depols, and st company’s
ulllces, 1501 Maln sirest, and wharf, Hockeits

¥raight forwarded sod througt bills of ladlog
Isined for polnts Leyond New York.
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SCHEDULR IN EFFECT DECEMDER £, 1
TWO DAILY THAINSTO NONFOLES
TWO DAILY TRAING TO LY NCHBUIG
LEAVE RICHMOND,
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